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Care Group Lesson: Protection In Storms        New Hope International Church 

CARE GROUP LESSON  
PROTECTION IN STORMS 
 

 

What storms are you currently facing? Do you believe God can protect as 

you go through them? In our lesson today, we will look at the story of God’s 

protection of Paul on his journey. Paul was a prisoner on a ship headed for Rome 

when a bad storm arose. In this storm, we see God protecting Paul from the 

natural elements of the storm, soldiers who wanted to kill the prisoners’ on 

board, and from a venomous bite of a serpent. All these different situations 

remind us of God’s protection. 

Like Paul, we will face difficult storms in life as we serve God. Our storms 

probably won’t be identical to Paul’s, but we will encounter them to some 

degree. However, we should not be afraid but expect God to protect us just as he 

did to Paul.  

 

1. Protection in the storm (2 people read Acts 27:14-41) 

 

Acts 27:14-41 But not long after, a tempestuous head wind arose, called 

Euroclydon. 15So when the ship was caught, and could not head into the wind, we let 

her drive. 16 And running under the shelter of an island called Clauda, we secured 

the skiff with difficulty. 17When they had taken it on board, they used cables to 

undergird the ship; and fearing lest they should run aground on the Syrtis Sands, 

they struck sail and so were driven. 18And because we were exceedingly tempest-

tossed, the next day they lightened the ship. 19 On the third day we threw the ship's 

tackle overboard with our own hands. 20 Now when neither sun nor stars appeared 

for many days, and no small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was 

finally given up. 21 But after long abstinence from food, then Paul stood in the midst 

of them and said, "Men, you should have listened to me, and not have sailed from 

Crete and incurred this disaster and loss. 22 And now I urge you to take heart, for 

there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 23 For there stood by me 

this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve, 24 saying, 'Do not 

be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you 

all those who sail with you.' 25 Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will 

be just as it was told me. 26 However, we must run aground on a certain island." 27 

Now when the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven up and down in the 
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Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors sensed that they were drawing near some 

land. 28And they took soundings and found it to be twenty fathoms; and when they 

had gone a little farther, they took soundings again and found it to be fifteen fathoms. 
29Then, fearing lest we should run aground on the rocks, they dropped four anchors 

from the stern, and prayed for day to come. 30 And as the sailors were seeking to 

escape from the ship, when they had let down the skiff into the sea, under pretense of 

putting out anchors from the prow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, 

"Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved." 32 Then the soldiers cut 

away the ropes of the skiff and let it fall off. 33 And as day was about to dawn, Paul 

implored them all to take food, saying, "Today is the fourteenth day you have waited 

and continued without food, and eaten nothing. 34 Therefore I urge you to take 

nourishment, for this is for your survival, since not a hair will fall from the head of 

any of you." 35 And when he had said these things, he took bread and gave thanks to 

God in the presence of them all; and when he had broken it he began to eat. 36 Then 

they were all encouraged, and also took food themselves. 37 And in all we were two 

hundred and seventy-six persons on the ship. 38 So when they had eaten enough, they 

lightened the ship and threw out the wheat into the sea. 39 When it was day, they did 

not recognize the land; but they observed a bay with a beach, onto which they 

planned to run the ship if possible. 40 And they let go the anchors and left them in the 

sea, meanwhile loosing the rudder ropes; and they hoisted the mainsail to the wind 

and made for shore. 41But striking a place where two seas met, they ran the ship 

aground; and the prow stuck fast and remained immovable, but the stern was being 

broken up by the violence of the waves. (NKJV) 

 

This portion of Scriptures shows God’s protection of Paul from a natural 

storm. According to verse 14, this was a storm like a hurricane. We all know the 

destruction a hurricane can cause. The wind was so strong and the ship crew 

struggled to keep the ship afloat. As the crew and other passengers panicked 

over the storm, Paul, however, was busy caring for their wellbeing. In such a bad 

storm, how could Paul be at ease? 

In verse 22-24, God gives a word to Paul that no one on the ship would lose 

their life.  

 

Acts 27:22-24 But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you 

will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed. 23Last night an angel of the God whose I 

am and whom I serve stood beside me  24and said, Do not be afraid, Paul. You must 
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stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail 

with you.  

 

God said that He would protect Paul and the others on the ship. It was 

because of this word, that Paul could be calm and in charge of the situation (Acts 

27:30-33). Just like God was with Paul in this natural storm, so will he be with us 

in our storms of life.  

 

2. Protection from the soldiers  

 

Acts 27:42 The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from 

swimming away and escaping. 

 

The soldiers were planning on killing all the prisoners to keep them from 

escaping. Suffering at the hands of others has always been a part of the 

Christians journey. The early church was persecuted by the Romans. Jews and 

Christians were persecuted by Hitler and other communist leaders. However, it 

was because of Paul that all on board were saved.  

God has often spared or blessed many for the sake of a few faithful ones.  

Abraham pleads with God to save some from judgment in Sodom (Genesis 

18:27-33)   

 

Genesis 18:27-33 Then Abraham answered and said, "Indeed now, I who am but 

dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were 

five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?" 

So He said, "If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it." 29 And he spoke to Him 

yet again and said, "Suppose there should be forty found there?" So He said, "I will 

not do it for the sake of forty." 30 Then he said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will 

speak: Suppose thirty should be found there?" So He said, "I will not do it if I find 

thirty there." 31 And he said, "Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the 

Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?" So He said, "I will not destroy it for 

the sake of twenty." 32 Then he said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but 

once more: Suppose ten should be found there?" And He said, "I will not destroy it 

for the sake of ten." 33 So the Lord went His way as soon as He had finished speaking 

with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place. (NKJV) 
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King David’s faithfulness remembered by God during Solomon’s reign (1 

Kings 11:11-13)  

 

1 Kings 11:11-13 Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, "Because you have done this, 

and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I 

will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 12 

Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; I will 

tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 However I will not tear away the whole 

kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of my servant David, and for 

the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen." (NKJV) 

 

Judah was saved because of King David’s faithfulness (2 Kings 8:19) 

 

2 Kings 8:19 Yet the Lord would not destroy Judah, for the sake of his servant 

David, as He promised him to give a lamp to him and his sons forever. (NKJV) 

 

Maybe your nation is being spared because of a few faithful ones. This truth 

makes us think about how important we are. God protected Paul from the 

soldiers who were going to kill him and others.  

 

3. Protection from the serpent   

 

Acts 28:1-6 Now when they had escaped, they then found out that the island was 

called Malta. 2And the natives showed us unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire 

and made us all welcome, because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. 
3 But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper 

came out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4 So when the natives saw the 

creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, "No doubt this man is a 

murderer, whom, though he has escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow to live." 5 

But he shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 6However, they were 

expecting that he would swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But after they had 

looked for a long time and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds and 

said that he was a god. (NKJV) 

 

These Scriptures show God’s protection from supernatural storms. When we 

think of a serpent, we usually think of it as being symbolic of the devil. This 
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serpent came out of the fire and attached itself to Paul’s arm. Please note the 

reaction of the natives. First, they thought he would die from the bite, and, later 

they worshiped him as though he was a god.  

As believers, we are guaranteed of God’s protection from the serpent or 

devil. We are told in scripture that the devil has certain limits. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. 

And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  

1 John 4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the 

one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.  

 

There is no place as safe as being in the perfect will of God. We are protected 

until our work is done. After our race is finished heaven awaits.  

Let’s surrender then to the Lord and let him have his way in our lives. We 

will benefit in earthly fellowship and protection.  

 


