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Care Group Lesson: Spiritual Maturity 3 - Indications of Infancy 
New Hope International Church 

CARE GROUP LESSON  
INDICATIONS OF INFANCY 

 

We have been learning about spiritual maturity. God wants His children to 

grow up. But, before one can grow up, he or she must be born again. We see this 

demonstrated with Jesus explaining the concept of new birth to a religious leader 

named Nicodemus (John 3). Being born again is the first step to starting the 

process of spiritual growth.  

 

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one 

is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." (NKJV) 

 

Although God’s plan for all Christians is spiritual growth, many remain 

infants for many years. This clearly was the problem with the Corinthian 

believers. They had not grown up.  

 

1 Corinthians 3:1-4 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly – 

mere infants in Christ. 2I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready 

for it. Indeed, you still are not ready. 3You are still worldly. For since there is 

jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like 

mere men? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are 

you not mere men?  

 

Paul called the Corinthians worldly because of their quarreling over whom 

they were following. He says that their actions showed that they were still 

infants in their spiritual walk. We are going to learn from these verses three 

indicators of the spiritual infant.  

 

The spiritual infant is concerned with self rather than service  

 

2 Corinthians 12:20 For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I wish, 

and that I shall be found by you such as you do not wish; lest there be contentions, 

jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, 

conceits, tumults; (NKJV) 
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Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. (NKJV) 

 

When someone is born again, there is a great time of rejoicing. The same is so 

when there is a child of natural birth. All eyes are usually on that baby and there 

is great joy. As a result, that baby grows accustomed to receiving lots of 

attention. As parents, we try to accommodate their every need or they will begin 

to fuss. This is why we are willing to stay up night after night to tend to our 

child.  

Some Christians are like a new born. They need to be handled with extreme 

care. They are like bombs ready to explode at any time. These are the Christians 

who are nice at church but very explosive at home. At church they praise God, 

but at home they pout.  

The infant is always looking to receive. They are not too interested in 

giving. The spiritual infant examines everything as a receiver. When the natural 

babies do not get what they want, they fuss. Likewise, the believer who is an 

infant argues over his or her rights. The first sign of spiritual infancy is concern 

for self. 

 

Philippians 2:4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for 

the interests of others. (NKJV) 

 

The spiritual infant is concerned with argument instead of 

acting 

 

As you can see from 1 Corinthians 3, the spiritual infant is usually occupied 

with envy, strife and division. Strife is perhaps one of the most underestimated 

sins in our lives. Let’s read the following passages.  

 

Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, 

fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 

jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21envy, 

murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I 

also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God. (NKJV) 
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Philippians 1:27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand 

fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, (NKJV) 

Philippians 2:1-4 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 

love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2fulfill my joy by 

being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3Let 

nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 

esteem others better than himself. 4Let each of you look out not only for his own 

interests, but also for the interests of others. (NKJV) 

Colossians 3:8-13 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, 

malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, 

since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10and have put on the new man 

who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 
11where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 12Therefore, as the elect of God, 

holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, 

longsuffering; 13bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a 

complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. (NKJV) 

2 Thessalonians 1:3-4 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is 

fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all 

abounds toward each other, 4so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of 

God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you 

endure, (NKJV) 

 

Have you ever watched children fight? You see a group of children who are 

talking and arguing, but never really getting involved in the fight. This happens 

because it is always easier to grumble instead of acting. Instead of the brothers 

and sisters serving at Corinth, they just argued with one another. The spiritual 

infant is looking to argue instead of taking action.  

 

The spiritual infant looks to people rather than to Jesus 

 

These believers at Corinth were looking to the different leaders instead of 

Jesus. “I am of Paul.” Yes, we are told to look to our leader’s example. But, when 

we start to look to our leaders to give us only what Jesus can, then we are 

looking to men rather than God.  
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When we think about a baby’s world, he or she looks to their father, mother 

and babysitter for everything they need. If the mother and father do not respond, 

the baby will scream and cry. 

The infant Christian looks to human sources as well. This sometimes can be 

the person that led them to Christ, or maybe a famous evangelist who preached a 

very powerful sermon. They usually will travel miles to hear a singer, or attend a 

program, but they are the ones who don’t listen to their own pastor or attend 

prayer services. God does want us to be infants all our lives.  

 

What does the spiritual infant need? 

 

1. They need to look to Christ. 

2. Get involved with building God’s Kingdom and not stand on the sidelines. 

3. They need to remember that they will have to come before the judgment 

seat of Christ.  

 


