
Care group lesson - Lordship – Broken things New Hope International Church 

CARE GROUP LESSON 
BROKEN THINGS 

 

Luke 5:1-11 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Genesaret, the people 

were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. 2He saw at the water’s 

edge two boats, left there by fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into 

one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put a little from shore. 

Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4When he had finished 

speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a 

catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 

anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6When they had done so, 

they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7So they 

signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and 

filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell 

at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9For he and 

all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10and so were 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, 

“Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people. 11So they pulled their boats 

up on shore, left everything and followed him.  

 

Jesus was teaching by the Lake of Genesaret. The crowd was big so Jesus had 

to teach from the boat of Simon on the lake. After Jesus finished teaching, Simon 

and the other fishermen caught a huge amount of fish. This is a well-known 

miracle in the Bible.  

In this story, Jesus uses a miracle to teach us about the Lordship of Christ. To 

be Lord means to be master and ruler over all things. When Jesus becomes Lord 

over our lives, we will obey and follow Him to the end. We can see this as we 

focus on the three broken things in this story. 

 

The Broken Net  

 

Luke 5:6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their 

nets began to break. 
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Luke says that when they had done what Jesus said, their nets began to 

break. We all have had something broken before. Whether that was a glass, 

mirror, vase, or our heart, something at one time was broken and we were left 

with a sense of disappointment. These fishermen were finished and had been 

washing their nets. They had tried all night and caught nothing. I’m sure they 

were a little disappointed. However, in the midst of their disappointment, God 

created a miracle.   

 

What did this miracle require? 

It required action when the goal seemed impossible. 

It required work when fatigue called for rest. 

It required faith when circumstances called for doubt. 

 

What does this miracle demonstrate?  

This miracle demonstrates the Lordship of Christ. Jesus wants to be Master 

and Ruler over our lives. When Jesus is Master, we will obey His every word.  

This miracle also demonstrates God’s care for our physical needs. God 

doesn’t want us to be without the things we need for everyday living. Fishing for 

Simon and his friends was their way to provide for their families.  

The miracle of this great caught demonstrates the power of Christ over 

nature as well. God is all-powerful.  

Lastly, the miracle demonstrates God’s power to bless is greater than our 

capacity to contain.  

 

A Broken Man  

 

Luke 5:8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away 

from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 

 

After this big catch of fish, Simon Peter fell at Jesus’ knees and told Him to 

go away because he was a sinful man. What a strange reaction to a miracle! Why 

did Peter react this way? Peter knew that he was in the presence of the Lord and 

felt ashamed. Therefore, he acknowledged his sinfulness and repented.  

There are many reasons for repentance. We see Peter later repenting after his 

denial of Jesus. The church at Ephesus was called to repent because it had lost its 

first love. 
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Revelation 2:3-5 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for 

My name's sake and have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, 

that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 

repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your 

lampstand from its place--unless you repent. (NKJV) 

 

Have you been broken before the Lord? Are there areas in your life that you 

have hidden but will be laid bare before God? Don’t keep them hidden, instead 

repent and change your ways now. 

 

A Broken Partnership  

 

Luke 5:10 And so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then 

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.”  

 

The writer notes that there was partnership between Peter, James, and John. 

Let’s consider for a minute the business opportunities that these men had. They 

could have possibly become the World’s Largest Fishery. Who knows if they 

could have created a fish brand with the cross on the cans. However, one 

statement changed all that.  

Jesus said that Simon would become a fisher of men. He would now go from 

catching fish for the marketplace to catching people for the Kingdom of God. He 

would become a man who would win people’s souls for Christ. From this 

statement you can see that people are the most important thing to Jesus. There 

are a lot of things that may seem important to us. Some of those things could be 

cars, computers, careers, or people. But, people or souls are the most important 

to God.  

In verse 11, you see Peter and the others leaving their boats to follow Jesus. 

This is a picture of surrendering to God’s will. Nothing in our lives should be 

more important than following Jesus.  

As we close this lesson, let’s remember that Jesus wants to be Lord in our 

lives. We will not follow Jesus until He becomes Lord over our lives. Is there 

anything in which Jesus has asked you to leave to show your surrender to Him? 

If so, what is it and what changes are you making? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

1. Why do you think that God sometimes asks us to do things that are contrary 

to our reason and experience? 

2. What about this story of Jesus and Simon Peter is most encouraging or 

convicting for you? 

3. Have you ever been broken before the Lord? Why? 

4. What are the most important or valuable things to you? Why does God see 

people’s souls are more valuable than all these things? 

  


