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CARE GROUP LESSON 
THE LOVE OF GOD 

LESSON 5 

LOVE YOUR GOD, NOT THE WORLD 
 

 

John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I 

loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My 

disciples, if you have love for one another. (NKJV) 

 

We continue to learn about the subject of love. When we talk about love, we 

talk about God. God is love. The more we study about love, the more you know 

the Lord. Even the apostle Paul, who was used by God to write a part of the New 

Testament, said we only know in part.  

 

1 Corinthians 8:2 And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing 

yet as he ought to know.  (NKJV) 

1 Corinthians 13:9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. (KJV) 

 

We must continue growing in the area of the love of God. Loving God causes 

us to keep His commandments. And, His primary commandment is that we love 

each other. However, we must make a choice to not love the world.  

 

Loving the world can keep us from loving God 

 

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the 

world. 17And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of 

God abides forever.  

 

According to 1 John 2, when we love God, we don’t love the world. If we 

love the world, we don’t love God. There is no exception in this truth. All the 

worldly stuff is not going to last. Those who love God will be around for a long 

time. If you love God, you don’t love the world. If you love the world, you don’t 

love God.  
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What does it mean to love the world?  

 

What is the world? I don’t believe God is talking about the earth. We are told 

in Scripture that the earth is the Lord’s (Psalm 24).The word “world” means 

system - a system of concepts and beliefs that are opposite of God’s ways. So, 

when we speak of someone who is worldly, it someone who is ungodly.   

 

Relationships that eliminate God’s ways 

 

To be ungodly or worldly is shown when we eliminate God from our life. It’s 

when we don’t want to talk or hear about God. Someone may want to give some 

Godly advice before buying a home and you simply reject it. You just want to get 

that home to please or keep up with your friends. This is worldly. Our world is 

ungodly. James says it another way. He speaks of worldliness as being friendship 

with the world.  

 

James 4:4-6 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the 

world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world make 

himself an enemy of God. 
5
Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The 

Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”? 
6
But He gives more grace. Therefore He 

says: “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”  (NKJV) 

 

Friendship described here means fondness or fond of. If we are a friend of 

the world, we make ourselves out to be enemies of God. We see this in the life of 

Demas, one of Paul’s companions.  

 

2 Timothy 4:10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and 

has departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.  (NKJV) 

 

Demas was helping Paul in his ministry. Demas must have seen Paul 

performing signs and wonders in his ministry. However, Demas must have 

wanted something in the world more than staying in the ministry. He chose to 

love the things of the world more than he loved God. It doesn’t matter how long 

you have been walking with God, you may choose to be just like Demas. You can 
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choose to follow something else. No matter how the devil paints a picture of the 

things of the world, they are still full of destruction, death and sin.  

 

We love God when He is in every aspect of our lives 

 

As Christians, God should be in every part of our life. God should be 

involved with us at the breakfast table. He is with us in our bed room. He is 

involved with every decision of our life. He is in our marriage and in our 

relationships.  

When we get up in the morning, the first thing on our minds should be God. 

We should ask Him what we should do that day. We want His direction. We 

want His blessing and protection. If we want these things, we must not leave 

Him out of our lives. When we yield to God and allow Him to be in our list, 

there will be love, peace, joy, faithfulness, loyalty, service, self-sacrifice, 

gentleness and kindness. If we love God, we will not love the ungodly things. 

When something comes up, ask yourself a question, “Is God in this? Should I 

continue to read this or listen to this?”  

If we truly love God, we will obey Him and love Him and your brothers and 

sisters. We will not love ungodly things. We are told that if we worship anything 

other than God Himself we are worshiping demons.  

 

1 Corinthians 10:14-23 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15I speak as to 

wise men; judge for yourselves what I say. 16The cup of blessing which we bless, is it 

not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the 

communion of the body of Christ? 17For we, though many, are one bread and one 

body; for we all partake of that one bread. 18Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not 

those who eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar? 19What am I saying then? That 

an idol is anything, or what is offered to idols is anything? 20 Rather, that the things 

which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not 

want you to have fellowship with demons. 21You cannot drink the cup of the Lord 

and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s Table and of the table of 

demons. 22 Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He? 23 All 

things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, 

but not all things edify.  (NKJV) 
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Paul says that we should not fellowship with demons, otherwise we will 

provoke the Lord to jealousy. He will be grieved. He has the right to be jealous if 

we have fellowship with demons. If we have intimate relationship with demons, 

we will face destruction and sickness. Therefore, let’s make a decision today to 

love and obey the Lord only. The love of God will make us faithful to the Lord.  

 


