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CARE GROUP LESSON 
THE LOVE OF GOD 
LESSON 3 

THE LAW OF CHRIST  
 

John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I 

loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My 

disciples, if you have love for one another. (NKJV) 

 

According to Jesus, our greatest witness to the world is our love for each 

other. We should love others just as Jesus loves us. Love is the fulfilling of the 

law.  

We have been learning that love builds up and gives. This is why God’s love 

was shown through the giving of His Son. In this lesson, we will learn that love 

serves gladly and not under compulsion.  

 

The Law of Christ is manifested when we serve gladly 

 

2 Corinthians 12:15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your souls, 

though the more abundantly I love you, the less I am loved. (NKJV) 

 

Paul says that he was glad to serve and give to the Corinthians. When you 

give with God’s kind of love, you will do it willingly and gladly. We will not 

give grudgingly or unwillingly.  

We see this teaching in Jesus’ teaching on the Sermon on the Mountain. He 

said that we should not love only people who do good to you, but we should 

also love your enemies.  

 

Mathew 5:43-48 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate 

your enemy. 44But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! 45In 

that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives 

his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the 

unjust alike. 46If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? 

Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. 47If you are kind only to your friends, how 
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are you different from anyone else? Even pagans do that. 48But you are to be perfect, 

even as your Father in heaven is perfect. (NLT) 

 

To do good to someone who does evil to us, that is when we operate in 

divine love. That is the love of God. We will be blessed when we willingly and 

gladly love when it is not convenient. We should not put our eyes on people, but 

on God. We give gladly because we love God and obey Him. 

Paul’s giving to the Corinthians was not based on what they could do for 

him. Rather, his love for the Corinthians was based on a love he had received 

from God. We don’t know real love until we know the love of God. One who 

knows God’s love gladly serves others.  

 

The Law of Christ is manifested when we lay down our life for 

others  

 

Mark 10:21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you 

lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, you will have 

treasure in heaven;  and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” (NKJV) 

 

Jesus was talking here with a rich man about getting into heaven. He told the 

man what he lacked and how he could become one who gained salvation. He 

said, “Take up your cross and follow Me.” To take up one’s cross means to lay 

your life down for others. As we know, the rich man went away sad. This phrase 

does not sound good in the mind of many people. However, if we are going to 

walk in God’s kind of love we should be glad to lay down our life for others. 

The law of the Lord says, “I am perfectly willing to give, put out or let it cost 

me if it benefits someone else.” You may say, “If I let them take my place, it is 

going to take me longer to succeed and progress.” This command sounds right 

and reasonable. As we have learned, the command of love is the key to fullness 

of joy. If we keep God’s commands, we will live in His love.  

 

John 15:9-12 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you, abide in My love. 10If 

you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My 

Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11These things I have spoken to you, 

that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 12This is My 

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. (NKJV) 
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Although hard and difficult at times, we should be willing to lay down our 

life for others. This is obedience to God’s commandments. Obedience to God’s 

commandments leads us to a life of joy. Let us be that church that is known by 

her joy.  

As we lay down our life for others more and more, we will forget our life 

and lose our life and we live every day to help somebody. We just become 

happier and freer, stronger and more blessed. Nothing is like realizing that we 

have been used by God to set somebody free, or we have been used of God to 

meet somebody’s need or that we have been used of God to take some burdens 

off somebody or to answer questions that they have been wrestling with for a 

long time, or to get them out of depression or sickness. To lay down our life for 

others will make us happier than to have a new car, dress, or anything that we 

could do for ourselves. 

 

Keep Looking to Jesus’ example 

 

Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the 

joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down 

at the right hand of the throne of God.  (NKJV) 

 

The Lord gave Himself, His Spirit, soul and body, gladly. He did not say to 

the Father, “Do I have to?” He did it gladly in order to save us. When Jesus lives 

in us, we have the same Spirit in us. We should have the same attitude and 

willingness. We will sacrifice, spend, be spent, expose ourselves, and take risk, 

not thinking about our own safety, if it helps somebody else. Let’s make a 

commitment to follow our Lord’s example. Let us pray. 

 

“Father, God, I confess that Your love has been poured out in my heart by the Holy 

Spirit. I believe You when You tell me that loving my brothers and sisters, laying down 

my life for them, spending and being spent for them, will cause me to have Your own joy 

and my joy to be full. Thank You for delivering me from selfishness, immaturity and self-

centeredness. Thank You for making me strong to help others. Here am I, use me to 

relieve others’ pains, to remove burdens from others. Use me to meet others’ needs. I am 

available to You. In Jesus’ Name.”   


