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CARE GROUP LESSON 
THE LOVE OF GOD 
LESSON 1  

LOVING EACH OTHER 

 

John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I 

have loved you, that you also love one another. 35By this all will know that you are 

My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

 

Jesus speaks of a new command to His disciples. What is this new 

commandment? We are commanded to love our fellow Christians as Christ has 

loved us. For us to love each other like Christ has loved us, we need to find out 

how He first loved us.  

In this series of lessons on “the Love of God”, we will see just how Jesus 

loved us. We will learn in this lesson how we are encouraged from Scripture to 

love each other. There are four areas we will explore in this lesson to help us 

better love our brothers and sisters.   

 

We must learn to receive love 

 

We must receive the love that He has towards us before we are in position to 

love our brothers and sisters. You can’t give what you don’t have. If you don’t 

have money, you can’t give money. If you won’t let God love you or if you don’t 

receive the love of God, then you will not be able to love your Christian brothers 

and sisters like you are supposed to.  

We should allow God and others to love us. Our giving is limited by our 

receiving. The way we receive is the way you will give. As we receive God’s love, 

we will love ourselves because we see ourselves through God’s eyes.  

 

We understand strife is the manifest presence of the devil 

 

John 13:35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another. 
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We are told here that people will know that we are Christians by the love we 

demonstrate for each other. That is why the devil is working so hard to create 

strife and stir up problems between Christians, churches and ministries. Satan 

knows that strife amongst Christians will ruin our witness and undermine our 

effectiveness. In our church, we have zero tolerance for strife. We take this stance 

because strife is the manifest presence of the devil. Have you ever been in terrible 

strife? Strife must be removed from the church so that we give no place to the 

devil.  

 

John 15:9-10 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10If 

you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My 

Father’s commandments and abide in His love.  

 

If we are going to have zero tolerance for strife, we must live in God’s love. 

We just don’t live in our city or any city. We should live in God’s love. That is 

where the joy of the Lord is.   

 

We must understand we owe our brothers and sisters love 

 

Romans 13:8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 

 

Paul says that we fulfill the law of God, when we love others. We may not 

owe anyone money, but we still owe our Christian brothers and sisters love. We 

owe them because God first loved us. He gave us love while we did not deserve 

it. Now in turn, we owe other people love even though they don’t deserve it 

because of what He has done for us.  

We are responsible for walking in love. The love of God will constrain and 

prevent you from doing harm to people. 

 

Romans 12:17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of 

all men.  

 

God is love. Love does not do evil to anybody. If we realize that we are 

hurting somebody unintentionally, it will grieve us on the inside if we are right 

with God. We are supposed to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.  
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Matthew 10:16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore 

be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.  

 

People who come to see us should confidently know that we are interested in 

their wellbeing. When we do evil in return, we are told that evil will not depart 

from our house.  

 

Proverbs 17:13 Whoever rewards evil for good, Evil will not depart from his house.  

 

We should overcome evil by doing good. We can do good by giving. When a 

Christian is full of the love of God, he is going to be a giver. We see this example 

in Jesus. He was willing to endure the cross and its shame because He loved us 

so much.  

 

Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the 

joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has set down 

at the right hand of the throne of God.  

 

Please note that Jesus joyfully gave His life. Our giving of love to our brother 

or sister should be done with joy. Giving is not just an action of passing one thing 

from hand to hand. Giving is spiritual. It is a primary manifestation of love.  

 

We should understand love is not a burden  

 

2 Corinthians 12:12-13 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you 

with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds. 13For what is it in 

which you were inferior to other churches, except that I myself was not burdensome 

to you? Forgive me this wrong! 

 

Love and faith are not a sponge. Love and faith give. When you love, you 

consciously do not want to be a problem or burden to somebody.  

 

2 Corinthians 11:7-9 Did I commit sin in humbling myself that you might be 

exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you free of charge? 8I robbed other 

churches, taking wages from them to minister to you. 9And when I was present with 
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you, and in need, I was a burden to no one, for what I lacked the brethren who came 

from Macedonia supplied. And in everything I kept myself from being burdensome 

to you, and so I will keep myself.  

 

Paul said that he had the right to be supported in the Gospel. Those who 

were under him should have supported him. He said, “I am not making any 

charge. I preach the gospel without charge.” He was very strong about this. We 

don’t have to pressure people to meet our needs. God can meet our need. When 

we walk by faith, we trust in God’s provision.  

We must be so full of God’s love and His Spirit. The first century Christians 

were delighted in selling lands and houses and other stuff so that their brothers 

and sisters would have food to eat and be clothed because of the love God. As a 

result of this love being manifested, there was no lack in the church. Let’s pray. 

 

“Dear Father in heaven, thank You for who You are. You are love, pure, and 

unselfish. And I am a love child of the Love of God. Your love has been poured out into 

my heart by the Holy Spirit. Help me to yield to Your love. Let this love increase in me 

and grow in me. This care group may abound more and more in God’s kind of love. Help 

me to see what others need and are believing for. Make me strong financially and bring 

abundance into my hands, into my life so that I may have things to give and that I will do 

it with joy and with gladness. By Your grace, I will very gladly spend and be spent for 

others. In Jesus’ Name.”       

 

  

 

 

 

 


